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sides—four of them only about 5 paces square and the fifth
about 15 by 5 paces. Such a building could have been no-
thing but a frontier guard-post, while the other ruin was
clearly intended for a like purpose. It was somewhat larger,
however, and consisted of a courtyard occupying the whole
enclosure with a two-storeyed keep centrally placed against
the western wall. In the upper storey, which dominated a
fine view of the surroundings, we found a tiny chamber
strewn with the debris of generations of owls' droppings,
bones of small mammals and other birds, twigs of their
nests and the fluff and feathers of their young. The owl and
the lizard alone remain to tenant the haunts of men, who had
obviously not disdained to share their romantic life on the
fringe of the desert with their spouses.
About a mile from Umm al 'Adwa to the west lay perhaps
the most attractive of all the features of Jabrin, the ruined
mansion and plantation of Umm al Nussi. In the midst of
the latter, between a large, more or less dry marsh bearing a
thick forest of reeds and a rather derelict palm-grove with
some tamarisk, lay a shallow spring-pool in an open glade
strewn with the litter of trampled reeds and grasses. Just
outside this riotous scene of decayed luxuriance lay the
ruins, perhaps not so extensive as those of Umm Ramad but
more elaborate than any other habitation of Jabrin, with
bastions at intervals commanding the whole length of the
various walls and an inner fort up against the northern wall
and a mound in the centre of the great court which was
probably a dwelling place—possibly for the women, as we
again found broken bangles and beads here. Also in the
courtyard there is or was a well of which now nothing re-
mains but its sand-covered site.
With Umm Ramad to the north, Qasr ibn Dahbash and Qasr
Salim ibn Jabir along the west side and Umm al Nussi on the
south we have a semicircle of forts facing the inner steppe with
nothing of the same kind towards the sea. It is perhaps,
therefore, a fair inference that the old inhabitants of Jabrin,
whoever they may have been, had nothing to fear from the
seaward, which probably they had secured against foes with
forts such as those of Salwa and Dhuwaiban and possibly

